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3rd Annual SC-AMLE
Middle Level Institute
Friday, March 1, 2019
Schedule
12:30-1:00

Registration- SC Hall of Fame area

12:45- 1:00

Welcome Ballroom A

1:15- 2:30

Choice Learning Session 1

2:45- 4:00

Choice Learning Session 2

4:15- 5:30

Choice Learning Session 3

During each Choice Learning Session time, attendees will select from a
group of presenter topics.

If your team would like to work, we are providing collaborative learning
stations in the vendor hall beginning at 5:30pm.

Schools to Watch Training
Please note that the Schools to Watch training session is a 3 part training.
Attendees must attend all three sessions. The session begins at 1:00 and ends at
5:30.

Project Learning Tree
Please note this is a three part session. Attendees will receive additional credit
for this program. There is a cost of $20.00 for this session. It may be paid in cash
or a check made payable to SC Project Learning Tree.
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SC-AMLE 2019
Middle Level Institute
Conference Renewal Credit Certification
March 1, 2019
Name _________________________________________________

Phone ___________________________

School _______________________________________________ E-mail ___________________________
School Address ________________________________________School District ___________________
City _____________________________, SC Zip _______________
Complete this grid to plan your schedule for certification of credit renewal credits.
March 1,
2019

Session Name

Topic/Title

Room
#

CEU
#

#
Minutes

Welcome to Leadership
Building

15

Choice Session 1

45

Choice Session 2

45

Choice Session 3

45

Total #
Minutes
To calculate points, divide the total minutes by 60.
Assurance of Accuracy: Please sign and date this form to affirm the accuracy of your
participation and the renewal credits accrued.
_________________________________________________
Educator’s Signature

SC-AMLE Annual Conference

___________________________________
Date
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Middle Level Institute Presenters
Dr. Latoya Dixon
has served as a
middle school
teacher,
elementary and
middle school
principal, and
currently
oversees the statewide work of school
transformation across South Carolina.
As a product of Rock Hill School District
3, Latoya began her career as a middle
school English Language Arts teacher at
Rawlinson Road Middle School after
graduating from Clemson University in
1999. Latoya holds a Master's degree in
Educational Leadership, an Educational
Specialist degree, and a Ph.D from USC.
She enjoys reading, participating in
professional learning Twitter chats,
writing/blogging, spending time with
her family and friends, and recording
her podcast #leadershipwithlatoya,
which is available and free on iTunes.
In 2018, Latoya published her first
book, Burned Out, Beaten Up, Fighting
Back: A Call To Action For America’s
Public Educators. She currently serves
as a state-level education leader as the
Director of the Office of School
Transformation at the South Carolina
Department of Education and lives by
the mantra: The best is yet to come!

Katie Walker
is an
Assistant
Professor of
Language,
Literacy, and
Culture at
Coastal
Carolina University. She
The Academic Specialist team
received her Ph.D. in Reading
from Greenville County Schools
from Texas Woman’s University
is comprised of specialists from
in 2017. Her research focuses
all content areas. With well
on the intersections of middle
over one hundred years of
grades education, adolescent
combined educational
literacy, and English as a second
experience, they bring a wealth
language instruction. Dr.
of understanding regarding the
Walker worked as a K-12 Texas
middle level child. In addition
public school educator for
to supporting schools, they
seven years prior to moving
also work to support district
into higher education. She
wide initiatives and other
served in the roles of middlefacets of instructional
grades classroom teacher,
leadership.
middle-grades specialist, and KThe team includes; Amy
12 instructional coach. Her
Amidon, Karen Ambrose,
experience is primarily in the
Tamara Glover, Shayla Read,
areas of language and literacy.
Fran Rogers, Jennifer Loftis and
Tarasha Williams
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Dr. David H. Vawter
has been an educator
for over 30 years
including middle
school, high school,
and college. He has
also been a head coach in both the
middle and high school. He presently
teaches future teachers as an Associate
Professor at Winthrop University. He
has published handbooks on teaching
in block schedules, differentiation, and
advanced differentiated instruction. He
has published articles on the
adolescent brain and working with
ELL’s. He was voted Most Innovative
and Inspirational teacher by his faculty
at the high school and Professor of the
Year by the university students. In 2017
he was award the Life Time
Achievement award for his work on
middle level education in the state of
South Carolina. He started doing
seminars in 1995 and has done over
850 training session in over 48 states
and provinces having trained over
80,000 teachers. He and his wife
worked with teachers and schools in
our area with the Building Capacity
program. However, he considers his
greatest accomplishment his family.
His wife Gail is a national recognized
middle school teacher, their daughter
has followed the family profession and
is in her fifth year as teacher and their
son just graduated on August 10 with
his master’s in Environmental
Engineering.

Dr. David D.
McDonald
began his
education
career in 2001.
He has served as a high school
social studies teacher, Assistant
Principal, and Principal for 10
years prior to being named
Assistant Superintendent for
Middle Schools. In 2013, Dr.
McDonald was named S.C. Middle
Level Principal of the Year and in
2017 named the AMLE Educator
of the Year. His professional
associations include serving as a
past President of the South
Carolina Association for Middle
Level Education, Schools to Watch
State Co-Director, and as a board
member for the National Forum
to Accelerate Middle Grades
Reform.
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Matt Schnabel is
the Environmental
Education
Coordinator for
the SC Forestry
Commission and directs the
Project Learning Tree
environmental education program
for South Carolina. Mr. Schnabel
obtained his Associate’s in Natural
Resource Management from
Central Carolina Technical College,
his B.S. in Education from Miami
University, and his Master’s in
Parks & Recreation from Clemson
University. Mr. Schnabel is a
certified teacher in SC and
previously taught for Lexington
School District One. He also
worked as a park ranger for the NC
State Parks and at Saluda Shoals
Park in Columbia, SC before
working for the SC Forestry
Commission.
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Choice Learning Session 1: 1:15-2:30
Location: Ballroom A
Schools to Watch
Dr. David McDonald and Megan Carrero

Location: Ballroom B
Instructional Leadership That Works!
Dr. Latoya Dixon

Part 1 of 3 Parts
Schools to Watch is a comprehensive school
reform model that is making a huge impact on
schools across the state. The 37 criteria of Schools
to Watch will aid schools in being focused and
directed on school improvement.

Initiative fatigue is the practice of undertaking
numerous initiatives to improve the conditions of
an organization and inadvertently reducing the
overall quality of the outcomes we so deeply
desire to produce. When it comes to school
improvement, leaders have the ability to provide
clear and focused leadership for our schools.
During this session, we will share key turnaround
strategies and powerful pedagogical practices
that leaders can put into practice, share with key
teacher leaders, and use to improve the depth
and speed at which teachers can improve their
practices and advance learner outcomes.

This three part session will introduce you to the
framework for improvement while also training
attendees to be application reviewers and visiting
team members. After attending this training, your
school will have the tools to be on the trajectory
toward excellence. Attendees will be added to the
S.C team and be eligible to attend site visits across
the state.

Location: Ballroom C
Shift Happens: Recognizing How to Shift
Our Coaching Tendencies
Amy Amidon, Karen Ambrose, Tamara
Glover, Shayla Read, Fran Rogers,
Tarasha Williams, Jennifer Loftis
Everybody is faced with coaching situations,
especially instructional leadership teams. The
challenge is that many educators, outside of
formal preparation programs, don’t know where
to begin when it comes to coaching. Does this
sound familiar? All coaching begins with the basic
tenets of how we listen, think, and respond; and
the only way to build these muscles is to actually
use the muscles. This session provides hands-on
practice to support a shift in the ways you listen,
think, and respond in coaching situations. Come
and engage in coaching scenarios that will work
your listening, thinking, and responding muscles.
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Location: Room 101
Teach Climate Science using Project
Learning Tree
Matt Schnabel
Part 1 of 3 Parts
(Attendees of this session will need to bring a
payment of $20.00 to this session in either cash or
check payable to SC Project Learning Tree.)
Perhaps more than any other environmental
issue, the topic of climate change challenges
science teachers to accurately convey data, reveal
assumptions, and engage critical-thinking
skills. Designed for 6th-8th grade teachers, Project
Learning Tree’s “Carbon & Climate” curriculum
provides activities and resources to help
educators meet these challenges, introducing
students to some of the complex issues involved
in climate change. Teachers will go home with
the Project Learning Tree training, materials, 3
hours of SCDE renewal credit, and the Carbon &
Climate curriculum.
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Location: Room 106
Leveraging Student Knowledge in Diverse
Classrooms
Dr. Katie Walker
This session will describe the importance of
leveraging student’s out-of-school languages,
literacies, and knowledge to improve learning
outcomes. Session attendees will leave with
specific strategies that can be used to merge outof-school knowledge with in-school learning to
promote inclusion and improved learning
outcomes in culturally and linguistically diverse
classrooms.
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Choice Learning Session 2: 2:45- 4:00
Location: Ballroom A
Schools to Watch
Dr. David McDonald and Megan Carrero

Location: Ballroom B
Instructional Leadership That Works!
Dr. Latoya Dixon

Part 2 of 3 Parts
Schools to Watch is a comprehensive school
reform model that is making a huge impact on
schools across the state. The 37 criteria of
Schools to Watch will aid schools in being focused
and directed on school improvement.

Initiative fatigue is the practice of undertaking
numerous initiatives to improve the conditions of
an organization and inadvertently reducing the
overall quality of the outcomes we so deeply
desire to produce. When it comes to school
improvement, leaders have the ability to provide
clear and focused leadership for our schools.
During this session, we will share key turnaround
strategies and powerful pedagogical practices
that leaders can put into practice, share with key
teacher leaders, and use to improve the depth
and speed at which teachers can improve their
practices and advance learner outcomes.

This three part session will introduce you to the
framework for improvement while also training
attendees to be application reviewers and visiting
team members. After attending this training,
your school will have the tools to be on the
trajectory toward excellence. Attendees will be
added to the S.C team and be eligible to attend
site visits across the state.

(repeat session)

Location: Ballroom C
Energizing Middle Schools Students:
Motivation Theory into Practice
Dr. David Vawter

Location: Room 101
Teach Climate Science using Project
Learning Tree
Matt Schnabel

This session will be active and engaging and will
share new ideas and practical strategies on how
to motivate our middle school students. Topics
will include strategies on how to help student feel
ownership in the classroom and the single most
important concept in motivation.

Part 2 of 3 Parts
(Attendees of this session will need to bring a
payment of $20.00 to this session in either cash or
check payable to SC Project Learning Tree.)
Perhaps more than any other environmental
issue, the topic of climate change challenges
science teachers to accurately convey data,
reveal assumptions, and engage critical-thinking
skills. Designed for 6th-8th grade teachers,
Project Learning Tree’s “Carbon & Climate”
curriculum provides activities and resources to
help educators meet these challenges,
introducing students to some of the complex
issues involved in climate change. Teachers will
go home with the Project Learning Tree training,
materials, 3 hours of SCDE renewal credit, and
the Carbon & Climate curriculum.
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Location: Room 106
Leveraging Student Knowledge in
Diverse Classrooms
Dr. Katie Walker
This session will describe the importance of
leveraging student’s out-of-school languages,
literacies, and knowledge to improve learning
outcomes. Session attendees will leave with
specific strategies that can be used to merge outof-school knowledge with in-school learning to
promote inclusion and improved learning
outcomes in culturally and linguistically diverse
classrooms.

(repeat session)
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Choice Learning Session 3: 4:15-5:30
Location: Ballroom A
Schools to Watch
Dr. David McDonald and Megan Carrero
Part 3 of 3 Parts
Schools to Watch is a comprehensive school
reform model that is making a huge impact on
schools across the state. The 37 criteria of
Schools to Watch will aid schools in being focused
and directed on school improvement.
This three part session will introduce you to the
framework for improvement while also training
attendees to be application reviewers and visiting
team members. After attending this training,
your school will have the tools to be on the
trajectory toward excellence. Attendees will be
added to the S.C team and be eligible to attend
site visits across the state.

Location: Ballroom C
Energizing Middle Schools Students:
Motivation Theory into Practice
Dr. David Vawter
This session will be active and engaging and will
share new ideas and practical strategies on how
to motivate our middle school students. Topics
will include strategies on how to help student feel
ownership in the classroom and the single most
important concept in motivation.

Location: Ballroom B
You Say You’re a Coach?
Amy Amidon, Karen Ambrose, Tamara
Glover, Shayla Read, Fran Rogers,
Tarasha Williams, Jennifer Loftis
Coaches need opportunities to practice coaching.
It takes over 10,000 hours of practice to master a
skill, and this session is designed for coaching
practice. In this session, participants will engage
with scenarios to practice coaching habits of
mind, listening techniques, response strategies,
and trigger-mediation. This session is for you if
you want to support your coaching craft in an
action-oriented way.

Location: Room 106
You Create the Topic

During this session, we invite educators to be a
part of a group discussion about issues, needs,
trends, and ideas from schools around the state.
We ask attendees to bring their own agenda,
ideas, and thoughts they want to collaborate with
others about in this interactive session.

(repeat session)
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Location: Room 101
Teach Climate Science using Project
Learning Tree
Matt Schnabel
Part 3 of 3 Parts
(Attendees of this session will need to bring a
payment of $20.00 to this session in either cash or
check payable to SC Project Learning Tree.)
Perhaps more than any other environmental
issue, the topic of climate change challenges
science teachers to accurately convey data,
reveal assumptions, and engage critical-thinking
skills. Designed for 6th-8th grade teachers,
Project Learning Tree’s “Carbon & Climate”
curriculum provides activities and resources to
help educators meet these challenges,
introducing students to some of the complex
issues involved in climate change. Teachers will
go home with the Project Learning Tree training,
materials, 3 hours of SCDE renewal credit, and
the Carbon & Climate curriculum.
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SCAMLE Middle Level Institute Evaluation
The SC-AMLE Board and Conference Chairs are pleased you attended our conference! So that we may
serve you better, please give us some feedback about your experiences at the conference.
Level of Teaching Experience: ____ 1-5 years ____ 6-10 years ____ 11-15 years ____ 15+
Position:

1.

_____ Teacher _____ Administrator _____ Central Office
_____ Higher Education _____ Other

Please rate the following conference opportunities:

Excellent

Adequate

Needs
Improvement

Middle Level Institute
Choice Learning Session1:
_________________________
Choice Learning Session 2:
_________________________
Choice Learning Session 3:
_________________________
2.

What were the things you liked best about the institute?

3.

What suggestions do you have for improving the institute?

4.

What speakers/topics would you like to see offered in the future?

Feel free to make additional comments below: Please drop evaluations in the boxes as you exit
the closing session or leave it at the conference registration desk. Thank you and have a safe
journey home.

COMMENTS:
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
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